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DRAWSKO POMORSKIE, Poland — The rear doors of the C-130 Her-
cules cargo plane opened quickly, flooding the belly of the aircraft with
rays of light and the smell of jet fuel.
     Cramped inside were airborne soldiers from the 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade of U.S. Army Europe’s Southern European Task Force, just flown in
from their home base in Vicenza, Italy.
     High over Polish airspace, the 140 paratroopers readied themselves to
jump into exercise Victory Strike III, the third in a series of joint V Corps
Polish exercises focused on deep-strike operations.   This particular
mission was to seize the airfield below from a simulated enemy.
     To be sure he was understood above the deafening roar of the four
turbine engines, the stern-faced jumpmaster shouted commands and
waved hand signals.  He turned his palms to the jumpers and yelled,
“Stand up!” “Hook up!”  The soldiers stood and connected the static
lines that would deploy their parachutes to the half-inch thick steel
anchorline cable.      As they prepared to exit the aircraft, the paratroopers started to per-

form their equipment checks as a final safety measure.
The C-130 began to level off in its approach to the drop zone.
     The jumpmaster gave the final commands to the first jumper to “Stand
in the door! — Go!”  The first stick of paratroopers quickly followed,
trading the cramped interior of the airplane that they had endured for
three hours for the open skies of Poland.
     As the round green parachutes blossomed over the drop zone below,
the pilots of the colossal Hercules veered the aircraft away and disap-
peared over the horizon.
     The adrenaline rush of the jump was still fresh in their minds as the
soldiers consolidated on the drop zone and prepared to move to seize
the simulated enemy airfield at Miroslawiec air base.
     The camouflaged soldiers cautiously maneuvered off the drop zone
into the woodline where they met sporadic small arms fire from the “en-
emy” – an opposing force made up of soldiers from V Corps’ 12th Avia-
tion Regiment – who were waiting for them in well-concealed fighting
positions.
     The chaotic fighting lasted only briefly. After the paratroopers me-
thodically overcame the enemy with superior firepower and seized their
objective, they were able to return home with the knowledge that team-
work and realistic training really pay off.

AIRBORNE SOLDIERS PUT THE JUMP
ON ‘ENEMY’ DURING VICTORY STRIKE
By Sgt. 1st Class Lek Mateo
100th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment
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Paratroopers from the Southern European Task Force’s 173r d

Airborne Brigade jump into Poland’s Miroslawiec Air Base during an
airfield seizure mission as part of the joint V Corps-Polish exercise
Victory Strike III.

Paratroopers rush across Miroslawiec Air Base tarmac to reach
their next objective in the training scenario.
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The 527th Military Police Company from Wiesbaden, Germany and
the Polish Military Policeare working together here at Victory Strike III to
ensure safety and security throughout the training area.

 Before VS III began, our MPs and the Polish MPs agreed upon
which traffic and safety laws would be implemented for the exercise.  The
large majority of the traffic laws are in accordance with Polish law, while
convoy safety guidance came from our MPs.

 “We are just trying to reduce the chance of any accidents,” said Sgt.
1st Class James D. Utt, acting 1st Sgt. for VS III, 527th MP Co.

To ensure that traffic laws are enforced, the 527th will be using radar
guns to monitor speed on their patrols.  “We will take the same UCMJ
action at VS III as we would back in garrison for soldiers who break the
laws,” Utt said.

One of the safety measures the 527th and Polish MPs are using is
convoy escorts.  Unimproved roads, oversized vehicles, and expensive
equipment are just a few of the considerations and concerns of the MPs
here.  “On-post escorts will be done by our MPs and off-post escorts will
be handled by the Polish MPs,” said Utt.

One accident occurred in the early stages of VS III when a U.S. Army
Heavy Road Grader slid into a ditch on the road leading to Oleszno.  The
grader is an oversized vehicle, which made it diffucult for the driver to
see the ditch.  No one was injured.

“The lesson to be learned from this is that those in leadership posi-
tions need to emphasize convoy safety briefings,” said Utt.  “They need
to implement control measures, and if a hazard is identified, it needs to be
mitigated.”

The 527th falls under V Corps’ 18th MP Brigade.  Although they are not
participating in the exercise directly, they are performing real-world mis-
sions and they relish the opportunity to be here.  “It’s great to be here,”
said 2nd Lt. Melissa Maher, platoon leader, 1st Plt., 527th MP Co.  “We have
been given such a good opportunity to work with and trade with the
Polish police.”

1st Plt., 527th is operating at the DPTA at Oleszno and can be reached
here locally at 474-500, while 4th Plt. is working at the WTA and can be

reached at 676-106 or x107.
The speed limit for Non-Tactical Vehicles is 60 kilometers per-hour on

post and 90 kph off post.  For tactical vehicles the speed limits are 50 kph
on post and 70 kph off post.  When driving inside Polish towns, unless
marked lower, the speed limit is 60 kph and 20 kph when children are
present.  Polish law also requires all vehicles to use headlights on a 24-
hour basis.

Convoy Safety Tips:
• Although a MP Escort is not required, when 2-4 larger vehicles

are traveling together, attempt to use a unit HMMWV on escort
as a safety precaution.

• Drivers who are unfamiliar with destination need a map and co-
driver who knows the destination.

• Keep larger vehicles in smaller serials and 15 minutes between
SP times.

• Unit HQ should know destination, route and ETA.
• Larger vehicles need to reduce speed.
• Driver must be licensed to operate equipment.

If in doubt, ask for an escort .

Pfc. Kristopher Joseph
V Corps Public Affairs Office

A heavy road grader being pulled out of a ditch near Oleszno
demonstrates the need for convoy safety during Victory Strike
III and always.

Photo by Alfredo Nogueras, V Corps Safety Office

Convoy hazards along narrow roads
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WILD CAT SPRINGS
“We fuel ‘em, we feed ‘em, we fix ‘em, and now we hydrate ‘em.”

Since the first days of basic training the
words ‘drink water,’ ‘empty your canteen,’ and
‘stay hydrated’ have echoed from the mouths
of leaders. Hydration is a key to soldiers’ suc-
cess on the battlefield and the 240th Quarter-
master Company has set out to ensure that there
will be plenty of water available to drink during
Victory Strike III with it’s new Water Packaging
System.

“Fresh water, salt water…as long as we
have some type of water source we can bring it
here, send it through the purification system,
put it through this water-packaging system,
package it and move it out to soldiers,” ex-
plained Spc. Eric Sorenson, 240th Quartermaster
Company.

The WPS, which is currently the only sys-
tem of its kind being used and operated by sol-
diers in USAREUR,  is being used in conjunc-

Unlike bottled water, these durable pouches
can be frozen or microwaved, and will easily
fit into cargo pockets.

Spc. Christopher Fincham
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Spc. Michael Bedford, a petroleum specialist with 240th Quartermaster Company, stacks
boxes of recenlty packaged water onto a palette which will be delivered to ration points
during Victory Strike III.

Spc. Christopher Fincham
V Corps Public Affairs Office tion with a reverse osmosis water purification

unit to put out clean drinking water for troops
at a rate of up to 25 1-liter pouches per minute.

First the water is sent through the ROWPU,
which can purify water from lakes, streams or
seawater at a rate of up to 7,500 gallons per
hour. It then goes into the WPS, a vertical form,
fill and seal machine that packages the water
into thick, clear plastic bags. The bags are then
boxed up, palletized and sent to ration break
point areas where it is then disseminated, along
with food, to soldiers participating in Victory
Strike III.

Though this type of system has been used
by FORSCOM since 1997, this is the first time
seeing it for these soldiers.

“We just got this new system from the
Department of the Army to use and to test,”
said Maj. Richardo Garland, 71st Corps Support
Battalion support operations officer in charge.
“This will become our system, so right now our

soldiers are training on all the equipment. After
this exercise we will be self-sufficient and be
able to produce, and supply water wherever
we’re asked to,” Garland said.

In order to insure the training time is ben-
eficial, FORSCOM representatives who nor-
mally would operate the system are on-hand to
give instruction and work with the soldiers to
familiarize them with the equipment and proce-
dures, according to Dave Duncan, a FORSCOM
quality assurance representative.

“Usually they’ll [the soldiers] just support
us but now they’re taking over this machine
and will run the whole system on their own af-
ter this exercise,” he said. “Right now we’re out
here basically as facilitators and instructors.”

Along with receiving training on a new
asset to the unit, 240th soldiers and the com-
mand of 71st are using this experience to see
how advantageous and effective this system
can be for their mission. Already they are find-
ing a few of the benefits of having a water-pack-
aging system in their arsenal.

“One thing that I can already see is that if
we had to go and establish a water point at a
certain location, using this system will make the
water that we have on the ground last even
longer, and it will free up a lot of other assets
that we would normally be using to move water
around to various places,” said Master Sgt.
Romeo Smith, 71st CSB petroleum and water
noncommissioned officer in charge.

By being more efficient than the former
mode of dispensing water less expensive, and
by allowing more water to be set aside as a re-
serve, the WPS will greatly improve the effec-
tiveness of the unit.

 “This system will enable us to maintain a
reserve of water and still allow us to provide
water to the troops on the battlefield which will
allow us to sustain them even longer,” Smith
said.
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Weather

   Sports

The information below is provided by V Corps Surgeon’s Office and could
save your life or the life of someone else.  Copy and disseminate to the

lowest level.  Cut-out the information below and carry in you wallet.

Today: Mostly cloudy with rain showers and isolated thunderstorms, winds
out of the southwest 10 to 15 with gusts to 22 knots.  High:  57  Low:  43

Tomorrow:  Cloudy with rain showers throughout the day winds out of the
southeast 5 to 10 knots.  High:  57  Low:  46
(Weather provided by V CORPS USAF Weather)

Public affairs teams will be recording holiday greetings
for airing during the holiday season in the United States.
They will be at the Oleszno Dining Facility on Monday,
07 October, between 1600-1800 hours.

On Tuesday, 08 October, they will be recorded at the
WTC Dining Facility between 1600-1800 hours.

    OCONUS Holiday Greetings

NFL:
While the Rams have all but put themselves
out of contention, the NFL’s best rushing
team, San Diego, is proving that all run and
no gun can be a winning recipe. St. Louis
faces San Francisco and the Chargers go
against Denver.

2002 Playoffs:
Oakland replied to the Twins’ Game 1
comeback by drumming them 9-1 in Game 2
tying the series at one a piece. Barry Zito is
scheduled to start today for the A’s, against
veteran Rick Reed in the Metrodome.
Ramon Ortiz takes the mound for Anaheim
against Mike Mussina and a stunned Yan-
kees team as the series heads to the West
Coast tied 1-1 after the Angels scored four
in the final two innings to win 8-6 in Game 2.
After pasting the Diamondbacks 12-1 in the
first game of the series, St. Louis and Steve
Finley squared off against Cy Young candi-
date Curt Schilling in a near must win
situation for Arizona lastnight. Down south,
the normally reliable Braves pitching was
abused for 8 runs on 12 hits in Game 1
against San Francisco. Greg Maddux was on
the hill last night trying to even the series up
against Kirk Rueter.

College Football Top 25:

#15 Wisconsin(5-0) vs. #21 Penn State (3-1)
#17 Washington St. (4-1) vs. #20 USC (3-1)
After sneaking into the Top 25 with last
weeks win over Utah, #25 Air Force (4-0)
tries to sink Navy (1-3) Saturday.

After being outscored a combined 146-41 in
its first four games.  Army (0-4) tries to
square itself away against East Carolina
(1-3).


